CHAPTER II

COLLEGE AND JOURNALISM

RUSSELL'S first literary adventure, when he was
sixteen years old, was provoked by the appearance of
the Dublin Penny Journal. An edition of " Buffon,"
which had been lent to him by a friend of his father,
had given him a taste for natural history, especially for
birds. In a boy a taste of that kind frequently expresses
itself in a desire to kill the objects of his affection,

"One day," Russell writes, "I saw a curious sort of
a lark on a furrow in a field. There was a tuft on its
head which Riquet would have been proud of. I
remembered the injunctions I had received, ' when you
fire at a bird on the ground aim at its feet/ Bang! the
lark lay on his back with his legs in the air. Yesf it
was a strange bird. I put the corpse on a sheet of
paper at home, drew the outlines, set down details, and
then I wrote a letter to the editor of the Dublin Penny
Journal, enclosed the drawing, and delivered the
precious manuscript at the office."

He was enraptured the following week by hearing
one of his friends say, "Do you see some fellow has
shot a strange lark in one of these fields ? There's an
account of it in the Dublin Penny Journal" Russell
made for a stationer's shop, bought the paper, and read
over and over again about the "Alauda cristata found
in Ireland." He lent the journal to his grandmother,
who paid no attention to the discovery, and he threw it
carelessly in the way of his aunts, with the casual
observation that there was a picture of a strange bird
which had been shot behind Verschoyle's Church.